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INTRODUCTION

THE WRITER. Little is known concerning the Prophet Nahum. He was a native of Elkosh (ch. Nah ); and prophesied soon after Isaiah and Micah, viz., after the carrying away of the ten tribes by the Assyrians (B. C. 721), and after the destruction of the army of Sennacherib at the walls of Jerusalem (B. C. 712), and before the fall of Nineveh [Wordsworth].

THE BOOK. It is the complement and the counterpart of the book of Jonah, says Pusey. Nineveh repented after Jonah's preaching, and God was represented as merciful. But in the time of Nahum the city had fallen into violence, and the judgment of God is proclaimed. Nineveh had no more place for repentance, and the Prophet pronounces sentence. Both books form connected parts of one moral history.

CONTENTS. The phrase, "the burden of Nineveh," intimates that Nineveh is the object of the prophecy. There are three parts. "The first 

(1) contains the introduction (1-10) and the theme of the Prophet's oracle (11-14). The second 

(2) sets forth the calamity which should come upon the Assyrian empire. The third 

(3) recapitulates the reasons for the judgments that should be thus inflicted, and announces the certainty of their coming. The whole forms one continuous composition."

STYLE. His poetry puts him in the first rank of Hebrew literature. His sentences are brief, contain multum in parvo, as in the descriptions of God, the siege of Nineveh, and the destruction of No-Ammon. "He is inferior to none of the minor prophets, and scarcely to Isaiah himself, in animation, boldness, and sublimity; or to the extent and proportion of his book, in the variety, freshness, richness, elegance, and force of his imagery. The rhythm is regular and singularly beautiful; and with the exception of a few foreign or provincial words, his language possesses the highest degree of classical purity. His description of the Divine character at the commencement is truly majestic; that of the siege and fall of Nineveh inimitably graphic, vivid, and impressive" [Henderson]. "In the organism of Scripture, Nahum occupies an important position, not so much on account of the theological as of the historical significance of his prophecy. Its theological importance culminates in the representation of God, Jehovah, Sabaoth (cf. Nah ), as the actual Judge—a representation accurately adapted to the situation of the world; and this description is not essentially different from that in the earliest public writings and those of the preceding prophets" [Lange]. Nahum has also a message to men and nations in these latter days. If having received the message of the Gospel from the Divine Jonah, which is Christ, they fall away by unbelief, as it was predicted by Christ and his Apostles (Luk 18:8; Mat 24:12; 1Ti 4:1), that many do, then they may see their destiny in the prophecy of Nahum, foretelling the misery and shame, confusion, overthrow, and desolation of the great city of Nineveh, which is the prophetic type of the sin and doom of the Infidel form of Anti-Christianism [Wordsworth].

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 8

CRITICAL NOTES.] Burden] (Vulg. onus), from a word to lift up, a threatening utterance; some, heavy and full. 

Nah . Jealous], (words from the decalogue), to be warm. Burns against those who hate him (Deu 6:15). The term indicates feeling of injured right, and strong inclination for justice. Furious] Lit. a lord or master of fury: a master of dreams, i.e. a dreamer, &c. Reserveth] Applied to God, sig. to keep or bear wrath (Lev 19:18; Psa 103:9). 

Nah . Acquit] Clear the guilty (Exo 20:7; Exo 34:7). Dust] Light dust easily raised. 

Nah . Rebuketh] (Mat 8:26). 

Nah .] Fruitful districts fade under his wrath. Burned] Lit. lifts itself as in an earthquake (Psa 89:10), hence to burn as a flame. 

Nah . Abide] Stand up before wrath poured out like fire from a volcano, which rends rocks to pieces (1Ki 19:11; Jer 23:29). 

Nah . Strong] A fortress. Knoweth] Stands emphatically for the knowledge with which God fosters and provides for his elect, and which is experienced by them (Hos 13:5) [Lange]. 

Nah . Over.] Judgment by invading armies, sweeps through the land like overwhelming floods (cf. Psa 42:7; Isa 8:7-8; Hab 3:10). 

HOMILETICS

THE SERVANT'S BURDEN.—Nah 
In this verse we have the substance and object, the form and author, of the whole prophecy.

I. The nature of the burden. A burden is something heavy and important. 

1. The commission from God was a burden. An awful responsibility, a solemn duty imposed upon the messenger. Who is sufficient for these things? 

2. The commission was a burden upon the mind of the prophet. He was not reluctant to obey, but its solemnity weighed heavily upon him. He had to threaten judgment upon his fellow-creatures, to be faithful in his threatening, and declare the whole message from God. His duty was a burden. He was deeply sensible of its import, of his own unworthiness and weakness. This is the spirit of all true servants. "A dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me." 

II. The form of the burden. "The book of the vision." 

1. It was first a vision to the prophet. He saw what he uttered. He had a commission from God, and spoke in God's authority. We should always testify what we have seen, and declare what we have been taught. Some speak a vision of their own heart (Jer ); but God's servants see the vision of the Almighty. 

2. Then the vision was recorded in a book. Reason teaches us to write laws and record events in a book. God's prophets were taught to pen their thoughts in a permanent form for the benefit of future ages. "Many a man lives a burden to the earth; but a good book is the precious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life." 

III. The object of the burden. "The burden of Nineveh. Nineveh repented once, but returned to its wicked ways again. The first was a message of mercy, the second one of judgment. If men despise warnings they must expect rebukes. Employed by God to chastise, Nineveh sought to destroy the chosen people. Now God will punish the city, and its last state will be worse than the first. If men return to their former sins because judgment is not executed, if they cease to do the good they once begin, then God will withdraw his promised favour. "If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them."

JEHOVAH A JEALOUS GOD.—Nah 
wGod's judgments are traced to God's jealousy as the cause of them. His honour is injured. His tender feeling for his people is wounded, and though punishment is suspended for a time, eventually it is certain and severe.

I. God's jealousy is connected with God's long-suffering. "The Lord is slow to anger." Towards enemies even God is long-suffering. For one hundred years he had endured the wickedness of the Assyrians. Judgments are often delayed. 

1. This delay is not through weakness. "Great in power." Men cannot execute their vengeance because they lack power. But God has all power, and can accomplish his will at all times. 

2. This delay is not remission of punishment. He "will not at all acquit the wicked." There is a limitation of mercy. He will not clear the guilty, nor leave them unpunished. He is not insensible to violations of his law, nor dilatory to vindicate his justice. Sinners have a respite in love, but not a reprieve in weakness. All who abuse his long-suffering will smart at last. "For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God." 

II. God's jealousy is often provoked to vengeance. "And the Lord revengeth." Vengeance is a defect, and censured in man. Here it is predicated of God three times. 

1. Vengeance is associated with provocation. Slow to anger, he can be provoked. His jealousy has the warmth of love and the fire of wrath. "The coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame." 

2. Vengeance is associated with mastery. "And is furious," a master of fury, one who has anger under control. He is Lord of vengeance. "One who, if he pleases," says Grotius, "can most readily give effect to his fury." 

3. Vengeance is associated with execution. He reserves wrath for his enemies, not because he is angry, but because he is slow to anger. He allows it to accumulate, before execution. But he "will take vengeance on his adversaries." (a) This execution is swift. He comes in the storm and the whirlwind (Nah ). He sweeps men away swift as the wind. "As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more." (b) This execution is easy. The clouds are the mere dust of his feet. As man walks upon the dust, so Jehovah tramples upon the clouds, as the light dust of his feet. (c) This execution is mysterious. "Clouds and darkness are round about Him." His purpose and his agents are often concealed, until they break upon the guilty like a lightning flash. (d) This execution is often terrible. The heavens above and the earth beneath feel the shock of his wrath. The sea is rebuked by his power, and the fertility of the land is consumed by his presence. The mountains quake and the hills melt; all nature trembles beneath his anger. No one can stand before fury like this. The strongest will quail, the hardest will melt. "Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Nah . The Burden. The Bearer. The Destination. "He first defines the object of the prophecy, whereto it looks; then states who spake it, and whence it was" [Pusey].

Nah . The titles of God rise in awe; first, intensely jealous and Avenger; then an Avenger and a Lord of wrath; the master of it (not as man, mastered by it); having it to withhold or discharge; yet so discharging it, at last, the more irrevocably on the finally impenitent [Ibid.].

The justice and severity of God should be contemplated. 

1. As a warning to his enemies to deter them from evil. 

2. As a consolation to his people to help them in trouble.

Nah . Mercy, omnipotence, and justice. 

1. The first attribute of God. "Slow to anger." Because he never smites without first threatening. He is very slow to threaten. When God threatens, how slow he is to sentence the criminal! And when the sentence is signed and sealed, how slow to carry it out! Trace the attribute to its source. Why is God slow to anger? Because he is infinitely good. Because he is great. 

2. The connecting link. A great reason why he is slow, because he is great in power. He that is great in power can restrain himself, and is greater than he that takes a city. When God's power restrains himself, then it is power indeed. If he were less of a God than he is, he would long ere this have sent forth thunders and emptied the magazines of heaven. Bless God that the greatness of his power is our protection. 

3. The last and most terrible attribute; He will not at all acquit the wicked. Unfold this first of all, then trace it to its source. God will not acquit the wicked. Never once has he blotted out sin without punishment. Calvary proves the truth of that. The wonders of vengeance in the Old Testament and hell itself are proofs of the text. Trace this terrible attribute to its source. Why is this? God will not acquit the wicked, because he is good. Goodness itself demands the punishment of the sinner. The justice of God demands it. If in Christ, never be afraid of God's power. If not fled for refuge, then God will not acquit, but punish. Reprieved but not pardoned art thou. Reprieve will soon run out, haste to the refuge [Spurgeon].

Way in the whirlwind. The vengeance of God comes at last swiftly, vehemently, fearfully, irresistibly [Pusey].

Clouds the dust. 

1. God hidden in his ways. Clouds are round about him. Deep and unsearchable in his counsels. 

1. God powerful in his ways. Treading on the clouds, and making them as dust to his feet. 

2. God terrible in his ways (Nah ; Nah 1:6). Not difficult to put the elements in motion to destroy Nineveh or impenitent sinners. Great things to us are small with him. All nature subject to his control.

Nah . The quaking of all things in the presence of an angry God. Celestial and terrestrial agencies subservient to the purpose of God, (a) in punishing the wicked, (b) in protecting his people. "The huge roots of the towering mountains are torn up when the Lord bestirs himself in anger to smite the enemies of his people. How shall puny man be able to face it out with God when the very mountains quake with fear? Let not the boaster dream that his present false confidence will support him in the dread day of wrath."

HOMILETICS

GOD'S GOODNESS AND ANGER.—Nah 
Note two things in these words.

I. Jehovah's anger. 

1. It is real. Human theories of it are not always true. They are got up to persuade the sinner that he has no need to be alarmed for guilt. But God's words are true—not exaggerations. 

2. It is righteous. Not the rage of selfishness nor personal offence; but the anger of a righteous judge against sin, dishonoured right and insulted law. There is nothing in it unjust or arbitrary. 

3. It is terrible. Though calm, it is awful and overwhelming. No power or numbers can withstand it. Expulsion from Paradise, the flood, the ruin of Sodom, and the destruction of the ungodly, are specimens. 

4. It is inexorable. Nothing can turn it aside or quench it when kindled. 

II. Jehovah's goodness. He is good, and doeth good; kind to the unthankful and unholy. 

1. His goodness is sincere. He does not utter words and feelings which are not in him. His words mean what they say, his deeds what they indicate. "God is not man that he should lie." 

2. His goodness is powerful. Almighty goodness. He is able to deliver those whom he loves. Their interests are safe in his hands. 

3. His goodness is watchful. His eyes are upon us at all times, expecially in trouble. An unsleeping eye, an untiring hand, never weary of blessing, ever delighting to love and help us. 

4. His goodness is unchanging. Without variableness like himself, ever flowing and not ebbing. Not like the tides and the seasons, his heart changes not. But the great day of his wrath will come. Judgment lingers not. He spares in pity, not willing that any should perish. Turn unto him, &c. [Dr. H. Bonar.]

THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH.—Nah 
Here we have a beautiful description of the security and comfort of those who trust in God in the day of distress.

I. God a Protection. Not armies, fleets, and fortresses. All other refuges are refuges of lies. He is the only accessible, impregnable, delightful shelter. II. God a Comfort. "The Lord is good." Good in himself and to others. His goodness is spontaneous, undeserved, and boundless; consistent with the perfections of his character, and adapted to the wants of our nature. III. God a Friend. "He knoweth." He not merely perceives and understands; but approves, acknowledges, and takes delight in us. He "takes pleasure in them that fear him, in them that hope in his mercy." God is our friend. His attitude to us is like that to Abraham: "I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . The Lord is Good. He is essentially—immutably good—infinitely good. The good of all creation is derived from him. "He is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works." But goodness does not appear in its highest forms here. These creatures never forfeited care and kindness. We have rebelled, and as children of disobedience deserve wrath. Yet he spares us, and provides for us—fitted up the world with sights, sounds, and relishes to our appetites. But if the bounties of nature and providence were stopped, we could say, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us," &c. This ensures every other blessing. "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him freely give us all things?" This involves every other. He is "all in all." By him and in him we are "blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places" [Jay].

The Lord a Stronghold. From whence does this trouble arise? From danger? He is our strength for protection. "The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?" "We are more than conquerors." From duty? He is the strength to assist. If oppressed with a sense of our inability, "our sufficiency is of God." From affliction? He is our strength to support and deliver. If ho does not release, he sustains and comforts. "My grace is sufficient for thee." Whatever the nature and degree of affliction, in God we find a "very present help in the day of trouble" [Jay].

Nah . God a refuge to his people, who are safe, happy, and cared for in his protection. God a terror to their enemies, who are overwhelmed with calamities (flood), pursued with darkness, and completely destroyed. God's people only afflicted for a short time, but of the wicked he will make "an utter end."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Nah . Burden. He who possesses the virtues required in the care of souls, should not take upon him the priestly office, unless constrained to it; and he who knows he has them not, should not take it upon him, even though he were compelled to it [Gregory].

Nah . Vengeance. When God sees it necessary to vindicate the honour of his justice to the world, he doth it with that severity which may make us apprehend his displeasure; and yet with that mercy which may encourage us to repent and return unto the Lord [Stillingfleet].

Nah . Slow. God delays the punishment of wickedness, and does not strike presently, for a glorious manifestation of his holy attribute of patience. His two great attributes of justice and mercy, the full season of their manifestation upon the vessels of wrath and mercy, is at an end at the great day of reckoning [Bp. Browning].

Nah . This passage is so sublime, says one, that it would be difficult to find its equal. May the reader's heart adore the God before whom the unconscious earth and sky act as if they recognized their Maker, and were moved with a tremor of reverence. "Vain are the attempts of men to conceal anything from him whose word unbars the deep, and lifts the doors of earth from their hinges! Vain are all hopes of resistance, for a whisper of his voice makes the whole earth quail in abject terror" [Spurgeon].

Nah . He who avails himself of a refuge is one who is forced to fly. It is a quiet retreat from a pursuing enemy. And there are trials, and temptations, and enemies, from which the Christian does best to fly. He cannot resist them. They are too strong for him. His wisdom is to fly into the refuge of the secret place of his God, to rest under the shadow of the Almighty. His strength is to sit still there (Isa 30:7) [B. M. Duncan].

Nah . When God shakes men as dust from under the summer thrashing-floor, the right hand of a man's strength is as powerless as the left hand of a man's weakness, and his wisdom is as folly. What avails the wisdom of the apple to make it cling to the bough when it is ripe in autumn time? or the wisdom of the leaf to hold it fast to the stem when the tempest calls? or the wisdom of the tree to make it stand secure when a rock from the cliff comes crashing down through its puny branches? When God sends storms upon men, they must imitate the humble grass, which saves itself by lying down. Therefore it is said, "Humble yourselves before the mighty hand of God, that in due season he may raise you up" [H. W. Beecher].

Verses 9-11

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah .] The city must be destroyed and its inhabitants perish. Imagine] By means of defence to ward off danger. Second] time from Assyria (cf. Isa 51:17-23; 2Sa 20:10). 

Nah . Thorns] twisted together, to appear inseparable, and present a bristling front (2Sa 23:6-7). Drunken] Assyrian kings proverbial for intemperance and revelry. 

Nah . One] Sennacherib. Thee] From Nineveh itself arises its own ruin. Counsellor] Lit. a counsellor of Belial, worthless and bad; designs to overthrow the kingdom of God (Isa 36:14-20). 

HOMILETICS

RESISTANCE TO GOD POWERLESS.—Nah 
Nahum now turns to the invaders, boldly challenges them for their opposition to Jehovah, again describes their ruin, and for the encouragement of the Jews, adds that they should not be annoyed any more.

I. Resistance to God in its nature. "What do ye imagine against the Lord?" 

1. Resistance in thought. "Imagine." They thought that they had to do with a weak people, and would gain an easy victory. But they had to encounter God. It is vain presumption to plot against him. "There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against the Lord." 

2. Resistance in word. Many imagined evil, but one leader was specially prominent in counsel. Sennacherib in the mouth of Rabshakeh advised worthless and wicked plans (cf. Isa ). Crafty counsellors are most mischievous, and often bring ruin upon themselves and their country. 

3. Resistance in act. Plots ripen into enterprises. Wicked thoughts lead to denial of God's power and providence; to contempt of God's people, and opposition to God's purpose. He sent "to reproach the loving God" (2Ki ), and blasphemed "against the Holy One of Israel" (2Ki 19:22). 

II. Resistance in its method. The metaphors of Nah may be taken in many senses. Briars and thorns denote hostile armies (Isa 10:17; Isa 27:4). 

1. Resistance combined. "Closely interwoven as thorns." They strengthen one another, and are inveterate towards God. Like the military phalanxes of antiquity, they were armed and arranged to present a bold front. Thorns, "because they cannot be taken with hands" (2Sa ). 

2. Resistance audacious. Flushed with success, the Assyrians regarded themselves as invincible, and gave themselves to wine and revelry. Benhadad was smitten while drinking in his pavilions (1Ki ); Belshazzar was feasting when Babylon was taken (Dan 5:1-30). Yet in this condition men have the audacity to resist God. Intoxicated with pride they are prepared for their fall. 

III. Resistance in its end. Men's devices are idle when God works. 

1. The people were prepared for ruin. "They shall be devoured as stubble fully dry." Dry stubble easily takes fire, and thorns folded together are ready for the flames. Wicked men are often compared to stubble, and God's judgments to devouring fire. Those who defy God's will only fit themselves for the fire that is never quenched. 

2. Ruin was certain. "He makes an utter end." The destruction is absolutely fixed and sure. No second attempt will be made. One stroke of the Angel destroyed the Assyrian armies. One blast from heaven levelled Nineveh in the dust. Now Nineveh—great Nineveh—the pride of its inhabitants, the terror of its neighbours, and the envy of the world, has fallen. Its celebrity ceased, and its site for ages remained unknown—

"Behold the pride of pomp,

The throne of nations fallen, obscured in dust,

Even yet majestical—the silent soene

Elates the soul" [Dyer].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Nah . When God shakes men as dust from under the summer thrashing-floor, the right hand of a man's strength is as powerless as the left hand of a man's weakness, and his wisdom is as folly. What avails the wisdom of the apple to make it cling to the bough when it is ripe in autumn time? or the wisdom of the leaf to hold it fast to the stem when the tempest calls? or the wisdom of the tree to make it stand secure when a rock from the cliff comes crashing down through its puny branches? When God sends storms upon men, they must imitate the humble grass, which saves itself by lying down. Therefore it is said, "Humble yourselves before the mighty hand of God, that in due season he may raise you up" [H. W. Beecher].

Nah . Name. Thou mayest choose whether thou wilt be remembered to thy praise or to thy shame [Bishop Pilkington].

"He left a name, at which the world grew pale,

To point a moral, or adorn a tale." [Samuel Johnson.]

Verses 12-15

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah .] Repeat the truths of Nah 1:9-11. Good to Judah, and evil to Assyria, predicted. Quiet] In tranquil security; or complete with unbroken ranks and number, with everything necessary for a successful siege. "The word may also be designed to convey the idea of mental completeness, i.e. in this connexion, security, martial courage" [Hend.]. Cut] Mown down like the harvest (2Ki 19:35; Isa 37:36-37). Give historical facts. 

Nah . Yoke] The tribute to Assyria (cf. Isa 10:27; Jer 2:20). 

Nah .] The name and power of Assyria to become extinct. Sown] The seed or race to be for ever destroyed, at destruction of Nineveh the dynasty would not be perpetuated. Gods] Every kind of images (Deu 27:15). (See Layard's Nineveh and its Remains, on Idol, of Assyria.) House] The palace considered sacred. Make] i.e. the house of thy gods, thy grave. Sennacherib slain during worship (2Ki 19:37). Vile] Because when weighed according to moral standards worthless (Job 31:6), found light (Dan 5:27). 

Nah .] This verse joined to ch. 2 in Heb. text, and nearly like (Isa 52:7). Here deliverance from Assyria, not Babylon. Tidings] Overthrow of Sennacherib. Mountains] No longer covered with hostile camps to prevent keeping feasts. Peace] and deliverance, i.e. great yearly feasts of thanksgiving. Wicked] Lit. Belial (Nah 1:11), marg. = Sennacherib. This is a wonderful type of Gospel events; salvation through Christ, victory over sin, death, and hell.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY, AND THE REDEMPTION OF GOD'S PEOPLE.—Nah 
Here good is predicted to Judah, and evil to the enemy. One shall be purified and restored, the other utterly annihilated.

I. The destruction of the enemy. The Prophet notices their present condition, and contrasts it with future ruin. 

1. They are unbroken in strength. "Though they be quiet." If they be entire, sound and unharmed, perfect in warlike preparations, that will not avail them. 

2. They are undiminished in number. "And likewise many." Their numbers were unimpaired and great. Hezekiah thus exhorted the people: "Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the King of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him" (2Ch ). 

3. They are secure in tranquillity. "Quiet," that is, without fear, and perfectly safe. They were free from attacks, and securely fortified, but not against God. They pictured an easy march and a splendid victory in the land, "When he shall pass through;" but the vast host was swept away in a single night. Notice their future. 

1. Idolatry will be destroyed. "Out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image." Their gods in the temple, graven and molten, would not help them, nor be spared by the enemy. God has a controversy with all kinds of idols. The fate of a nation is often bound up with the fate of its God. 

2. The dynasty would be extinguished. "No more of thy name be sown." If not immediately, yet eventually the Assyrian line would cease. God commanded this, and it was certain to happen. Their splendid renown would fade away and their name be cut off. The race would be cut down without chance of springing again. "The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth." 

3. The palace would be turned into a grave. "I will make (the house of thy gods) thy grave." The temple was polluted by slaughter, and converted into a sepulchre (Isa ; 2Ki 19:37). Men perish in the things in which they seek refuge. The Assyrian power was destroyed. God made a grave for its idols and its people. All were vile and light; found wanting when weighed in the balance (Dan 5:27). Whatever honour man set upon them, they were lightly esteemed by God. Wickedness in religious and political life brings contempt and ruin upon a nation. "The seed of evil-doers shall never be renowned."

"God needs no indirect nor lawless course

To cut off those who have offended Him" [Shakespeare].

II. The redemption of God's people. Deliverance from the enemy would be followed by restoration of worship and peace. All sorrow would end, and every cause of fear be overcome. 

1. Deliverance would be enjoyed. The news would be proclaimed and welcomed throughout the kingdom. If to Sophocles the hands and feet of any one who went on errands of mercy were beautiful, how much more should the heralds of the gospel be received by all who hear them. 

(1) Deliverance from affliction. "Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more." The bitter potion will not be repeated, unless there be real necessity. God doth not afflict willingly, and former trials should not hinder faith in present good. 

(2) Deliverance from the enemy. Servitude no longer. (a) From the yoke of the enemy. A victorious army shall no longer tax and oppress. "Now will I break his yoke from off thee." (b) From the fear of the enemy. He shall be completely subdued, and no trace of his steps left behind. He will be cut off in spirit, number, and existence. "The wicked shall no more pass through thee." 

2. Worship would be restored. Solemn feasts would be kept. The free use and thorough enjoyment of religious ordinances would be restored. Vows would be performed, and gratitude continually abound. The ransomed of the Lord would return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. It is our privilege to behold the feet of those who publish peace with God and salvation through Christ. If we believe we may keep our feasts in gladness, and anticipate the glory of that temple into which the wicked never enter.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . Cut down like grass in a field. The completeness of the destruction, and the ease with which it is done. Greatness and number nothing with God.

Nah . The affliction of the Church. "Yoke." The method of deliverance. "Break his yoke." The agent who works it. "I will break." "By the strength of my hand I have done it" (Isa 10:13). The time in which it is done. "God, lest his own should despair, does not put them off altogether to a distant day, but saith now" [Pusey].

Nah . It is sufficient ground of assurance for the coming to pass of greatest things, that the Lord hath determined they should be; for, this is given as a sure ground of Assyria's ruin, that the Lord hath given a commandment, or purposed their destruction, his purpose concluding as effectually the concurring of all means to bring it about, as if they were especially commanded. Name. "The Lord doth justly root out the memory of such persons or states, as make it their only work to get a name on earth, and to be eminent and terrible; for such is Assyria's doom: no more of thy name shall be sown" [Hutcheson].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Nah . Peace, newly granted by the grace of God, was to be celebrated by a new consecration of the people. This has special reference to the king of Nineveh and Assyria, and the promise must have been very precious to contemporaries oppressed by Assyria. But to us the fundamental truth is far more important, that to the people of God a perfect deliverance is near at hand, and has already appeared in Christ, by which the Belial, from whom every wicked spirit proceeds, is for ever cast out [Lange].

"Come, and begin Thy reign

Of everlasting peace;

Come, take the kingdom to Thyself,

Great King of Righteousness" [Bonar]

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1

CRITICAL NOTES. Dasheth] Lit. disperser. Keep] in Judah peace, in Nineveh tumult. Watch] for the enemy. Loins] Prepare for conflict (Job ). Every means of defence will be necessary. 

HOMILETICS

THE CAUSE AND PREPARATIONS OF WAR.—Nah 
Whether these words be applied to the Jews defending Jerusalem, or to the Ninevites defending their city against the Medo-Babylonian army, their meaning is the same. They begin a lively description of the siege.

I. The cause of the war. "For the emptiers have emptied them out." 

1. The Assyrians had oppressed God's people. They had abused their power in the chastisement of Israel, plundered the people, and outrageously destroyed their vines. Now the emptiers must be emptied, and those who chastised others must be chastised themselves. "Power abused brings a curse upon its possessors. Power gives temptation, which in turn sets aside honour, social duty, law, and right; creates abuse; and abuse, strife, confusion, retribution, bloodshed, sin" [Bailey]. 

2. God's purpose concerning his people was accomplished. The enemy falls, but God will restore his people. He will re-establish the glory of Israel which Asshur had destroyed. Its eminence, by virtue of its election, will no longer be tarnished. God sees an excellency in his people which the world does not, and eventually will make them "an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations." 

II. The approach of the enemy. "He that dasheth in pieces is come up." Notice, 

1. The nature of the enemy. "The dasher in pieces," not a hammer of war, but one whom God employed to scatter other nations. The feeblest people, in God's hands, may be a terror to others The mightiest nations, intoxicated with success, and abusive of their privileges, may be broken in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

2. The nearness of the enemy. "Before thy face." Direct against her, face to face. Men are not sensible of their danger, put the evil day far off, when it is nigh at hand. "Serious things to-morrow," said the ancient prince, who gave himself to revelry, and was ruined with his kingdom. 

III. The defence of the city. Some take the words ironically, and equivalent to a prediction. Thou shalt defend thyself, but all in vain. The most powerful and courageous preparations are matters of derision before God. 

1. Keep the fortress. "Keep the munition." Strong walls, though unassailable by human skill, would not be secure. 

2. Guard the avenues. "Watch the way" by which the foe may come and repel him. Prevent entrance into the city. 

3. Encourage one another. "Make thy loins strong." Gather up courage, and let nothing be unemployed. Stand, having your loins girt about like men (Eph ; Job 40:7). 

4. Resist mightily. "Fortify thy power mightily." It is a desperate affair, no careless, timid defence will avail. Nor will the utmost the wicked can do prevail against God. Impotent are all efforts of defence when God has departed from a place. "The Lord hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of the Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Nah . Dasher in pieces. Demetrius was surnamed Poliorcestes, the destroyer of cities; Attilas called himself Orbis flagellum, the scourge of the world. Julius Csar was Fulmen belli, the thunderbolt of war; he had taken in his time a thousand towns, conquered three hundred nations, took prisoners one million of men, and slain as many. These were dissipatores indeed, and dashers in pieces, rods of God's wrath; and this they took to be a main piece of their glory [Trapp].

Nah . Chariots were objects of great interest. "Their charioteers had an air of perfect fearlessness; they dashed along as if caring for nothing, but resolved upon crushing everything. These declarations are perfectly accurate, and cannot be more evident than the sculptures and bas-reliefs of Nineveh have shown them to be. Their chariots are represented, covered with costly decorations and Sabean symbols; and their horses are exhibited in almost every variety of attitude—rearing, running and rushing—exactly as we should have supposed them to be, after reading that which is said of them in the prophecies."

The siege was no easy task. History declares that the king, at the approach of the enemy, collected all his active forces—that the besieging army was three times severely defeated, and that the Medes could only be held with great difficulty to the work. The Assyrians abandoned themselves to negligent rejoicing in the camps before the gates on account of victory, but were attacked in the night and driven back to the walls. Salæmenes, brother-in-law to the king, who had resigned the command to him, was driven into the Tigris (cf. ch. Nah ); but the city was still uninjured, and the enemy encamped in vain before the gates. In the spring of the third year other powers interfered. The river became "an enemy to the city" (cf. Nah 2:7; Nah 1:8-10). The inundation occurred suddenly, and violently broke down in one night the walls on the river. The king despaired of his life, and having sent his family to the north, shut himself up with all his treasures, and burned himself in the royal citadel. Immense booty was carried away. The city was plundered, sacked, and set on fire [Lange, Introduction to Nahum].

Verses 3-7

CRITICAL NOTES. 

Nah .] The Lord hath chastised Judah and Israel, and permitted the enemy to triumph; now the excellency of Israel, the former independence, shall be restored. Emptied] Devastations, taken from vine-pruning and cutting young twigs (Psa 80:9). 

Nah . Red] with blood or paint, or overlaid with copper. Scarlet] Crimson, the fighting dress of the nations. Torches] Chariot-wheels like flaming torches in rapidity and motion (Isa 5:28). Day] of equipment; to prepare, to equip for battle (Jer 46:14; Eze 7:14). Fir trees] Shields and lances made of fir, brandished and thrown with destructive power. 

Nah . Rage] The chariots, driven in fury, jostle one against another, and run as lightning (Luk 10:18), in the market-place of the city. 

Nah . He] King of Nineveh, shall muster choicest troops. Worthies] Heroes or brave men (Jud 5:13; Neh 3:5). Stumble] through fear and haste. Defence] The covering used by besiegers. 

Nah .] From the siege the prophet passes rapidly to the capture of the city. Gates] The rivers round the city break their sluices and overflood it. 

Nah . Huzzab] Probably Nineveh; some, the queen of Nineveh. Like a queen she shall be dethroned and dishonoured; her maids mourn like doves over her fate (Isa 38:14). Tabering] Beating their breasts, a mournful attitude (Luk 18:23). 

THE GREAT SIEGE AND THE VAIN DEFENCE.—Nah 
The assailing army is now described in its might and compactness, its warlike appearance and design. Notice,

I. The besieging force. The order and equipment are graphically pictured. 

1. The army is formidable. Many are spoken of as one. The soldiers are valiant and accustomed to victory, Divinely collected, and deterred by no foe. 

2. The army is terrific. Blood-red in uniform. Chariots like flames of fire, and spears like waving forests. No quarter given. Like flames they intend to set all on fire. 

3. The army is invincible. Its career has been triumphant, and its success is sure. Against such generals as Cyrus the Younger and Alexander the Great, numbers avail not. They appeared in the joyous splendour of Divine warriors (cf. 2Ki ), and in the colour of those who execute Divine judgments (Zec 1:8; Rev 6:4). The heroes are God's heroes, and the bewilderment in the city is from the power of God. 

II. The vain defence. The inhabitants are summoned together, and no means of defence are neglected. 

1. Brave men are summoned to their post. "He shall recount his worthies." All is at stake. The leaders especially must set an example of courage. But they are struck with terror, run in perplexity, and through fear or lack of strength fall, "stumble in their walk." They rush to the walls, but the enemies are already attacking under cover. It is too late. 

2. The river became an enemy to the city. The enemy had been three times defeated. The city was intact, and the hosts were encamped before its gates in vain. But a sudden inundation, more violent than usual, burst the sluices and the mighty flood broke down the walls. 

3. The royal citadel was destroyed. "The palace shall be dissolved." The king utterly despaired, shut himself up with his slaves and concubines in his residence, kindled the whole and perished in the flames. One ground of confidence after another failed. The mighty men, the river and the temple, were no protection. Neither the palace of the princes nor the temple of the gods can shelter those whom God will punish. "Of old the funeral pile was erected; yea, for the king it was prepared deep and large: it was prepared with fire and much wood, and the breath of God, like a stream of brimstone, kindles it." 

4. The inhabitants mourned. The people of the city, under the figure of a captive woman; and her maids, the lesser cities, as female attendants on the royal city, were brought to shame and distress. (a) They were destroyed by the flood, or (b) They were led captives, and (c) They grieved at their fate. As a queen Nineveh was dethroned and dishonoured. In helplessness and grief she mourned as a dove. If we do not repent in time no "worthies" or "defence" will turn away eternal lamentation and despair.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

The overthrow of the enemy of God is not the work of men, but his work. A disperser comes up; men would be satisfied with the capture (cf. Obadiah) [Lange].

Neither equipment, nor the appearance of assembled power (Nah ), nor capacity of hasty movement and vehement and varied activity (Nah 2:5) achieves victory in the battles of the kingdom of God: where God stands, there victory comes [Lange].

Thus Nah describes the attack; Nah 2:4 the defence; the two first clauses of Nah 2:5 the defence, the two last the attack [Pusey].

Nah . If kings rely more upon their heroes and armies than upon God, they must become discouraged and flee before their enemies [Lange].

Nah . The palace dissolved. The prophet unites the beginning and the end. The river gates were opened; what had been the fence against the enemy became an entrance for them: with the river there poured in also the tide of the people of the enemy. The palace, then the imperial abode, the centre of the empire, embellished with the history of its triumphs, sank, was dissolved, and ceased to be. It is not a physical loosening of the sun-dried bricks by the stream which would usually flow harmless by; but the dissolution of the empire itself [Pusey].

Nahum predicted the destruction of the city in its grandeur and prosperity. Hence learn: 

1. To adore the providence of God in giving an exact and particular account of the siege. 

2. To fear the power of God in collecting and employing such terrible forces to execute his will. 

3. To forsake sin, lest we should be humbled and destroyed by the judgments of God.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Nah . Dasher in pieces. Demetrius was surnamed Poliorcestes, the destroyer of cities; Attilas called himself Orbis flagellum, the scourge of the world. Julius Csar was Fulmen belli, the thunderbolt of war; he had taken in his time a thousand towns, conquered three hundred nations, took prisoners one million of men, and slain as many. These were dissipatores indeed, and dashers in pieces, rods of God's wrath; and this they took to be a main piece of their glory [Trapp].

Nah . Chariots were objects of great interest. "Their charioteers had an air of perfect fearlessness; they dashed along as if caring for nothing, but resolved upon crushing everything. These declarations are perfectly accurate, and cannot be more evident than the sculptures and bas-reliefs of Nineveh have shown them to be. Their chariots are represented, covered with costly decorations and Sabean symbols; and their horses are exhibited in almost every variety of attitude—rearing, running and rushing—exactly as we should have supposed them to be, after reading that which is said of them in the prophecies."

The siege was no easy task. History declares that the king, at the approach of the enemy, collected all his active forces—that the besieging army was three times severely defeated, and that the Medes could only be held with great difficulty to the work. The Assyrians abandoned themselves to negligent rejoicing in the camps before the gates on account of victory, but were attacked in the night and driven back to the walls. Salæmenes, brother-in-law to the king, who had resigned the command to him, was driven into the Tigris (cf. ch. Nah ); but the city was still uninjured, and the enemy encamped in vain before the gates. In the spring of the third year other powers interfered. The river became "an enemy to the city" (cf. Nah 2:7; Nah 1:8-10). The inundation occurred suddenly, and violently broke down in one night the walls on the river. The king despaired of his life, and having sent his family to the north, shut himself up with all his treasures, and burned himself in the royal citadel. Immense booty was carried away. The city was plundered, sacked, and set on fire [Lange, Introduction to Nahum].

Verses 8-10

CRITICAL NOTES. 

Nah . Old] From antiquity hath been like a pool of water; the confluence of people from all parts, like countless drops; an unbroken empire for 600 years. Stand] Stand is the cry, but all flee away. 

Nah . Take] God bids the conquerors to plunder. "This does not happen by chance, but because God determines to avenge the injuries inflicted upon his people" [Calvin]. 

Nah . Empty] Lit. emptiness, and emptiedness and waste. The city is left, without its wealth and monuments, a complete ruin. The vanquished are horrified at the destruction, despond, can hardly keep on their feet, and turn pale. "The completeness of her judgment is declared first under that solemn number, Three, and the three words in Hebrew are nearly the same, with the same meaning, only each word fuller than the former, as picturing a growing desolation; and then under four heads (in all seven); also a growing fear" [Pusey]. 

HOMILETICS

THE FLIGHT OF THE INHABITANTS AND THE PLUNDER OF THE CITY.—Nah 
Nineveh was a wealthy and populous city. Like a pool of water in multitude of men, but nothing could defend it.

I. The disgraceful flight. "Yet they shall flee away." 

1. The people lost courage. Effeminacy and lust beget weakness. God can dishearten the strongest and most courageous. Patriotism and confidence flee apace, and men are helpless as the reed when he pursues. 

2. The people fled away. Panic seized them. Deaf to the call of a few leaders, none looked back, took a stand, or stopped in the flight. At Waterloo, Napoleon, observing the recoil of his columns and the confusion of all around him, cried out, "All is lost, save who can." In Nineveh the discomfiture and flight were complete. In the day of judgment none can save themselves by flight. "The flight shall perish from the swift." 

II. The extensive plunder. Enormous wealth was treasured up in the city. Its reputation as a commercial city rivalled Tyre (Eze ). Immense riches were acquired also by predatory war and taxes levied to the utmost degree. 

1. Its gold and silver were taken. "Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold." Riches cannot deliver in the day of wrath. They rather tempt and entice the spoiler. Small articles of value have been found in the ruins of Nineveh, but no gold nor silver. "When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled." 

2. Its pleasant furniture was taken. "Glory out of all the pleasant furniture." Everything considered costly, vessels of desire, treasures and utensils that yielded glory and reputation, were carried away. "The wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just." 

3. Its desolation was complete. "She is empty, and void, and waste." (a) The city itself was destroyed. Worldly wealth is vain, emptiness and poverty are the end of worldly greatness. Those who heap up silver as dust, and prepare raiment as clay, only provide for another's booty (Job ). (b) The inhabitants were terror-struck. Their hearts melted like wax before the fire, and their knees trembled in weakness. Pain seized their loins, and paleness covered their faces. A guilty conscience turns the most hardy into cowards. Nineveh's strength failed her in the day of need. The terror she had caused to Israel fell in just retribution upon herself, and this storehouse of plunder was utterly laid waste and destroyed.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . Wealth may be treasured up for ages, and increase in value and abundance, yet not be secure. Of old, yet flee away. Because God spares a people, and permits them to prosper in wickedness for a long time, it is no proof of security from coming judgment. Punishment is often sure and decreed; she shall be laid bare; they shall flee away.

Nah . Learn the folly of depending upon worldly resources. 

1. Wealth may be taken away. 

2. Numbers may fail and flee away. 

3. The greatest defences may be levelled to the dust. "The greatest kingdoms finally come to nothing when the Lord inflicts upon them his penal judgments, and all their power is unable to quench and stop the fire of his wrath" [Lange].

Nah . The horrors of a guilty conscience. 

1. Desponding minds. 

2. Extreme pain. 

3. Visible tokens of approaching ruin. The state of mind manifested in the attitudes of the body. Natural men despair in adversity, sink in courage when robbed of their earthly goods. "It is certainly a great loss when one loses money and goods, but not so great as when the heart falls into despair [Lange]. First, the heart, the seat of courage, and resolve, and high purpose, melteth; then the knees smite together, tremble, shake under their frame; then much pain is in all loins, lit. "strong pains as of a woman in travail," writhing and doubling the whole body, and making it wholly powerless and unable to stand upright, shall bow the very loins, the seat of strength (Pro ); and lastly, the faces of them all gather blackness (cf. Joe 2:6), the fruit of extreme pain, and the token of approaching dissolution [Pusey]. Joy and sorrow will show themselves in the face as in a glass. Now if for a temporal mischief there is so great a consternation in wicked men, what shall we think there is in hell? [Trapp].

Verses 11-13

CRITICAL NOTES. 

Nah . Where] is the site on which the mighty city once stood? Its warriors crushed the nations like lions in their lust and power. "To fill up the picture, the epithets applied to the lions are grouped together according to the difference of sex and age" [Keil]. 

Nah .] Description of tyranny and predatory lust of Assyrian kings. 

Nah .] The destruction is certain I against thee; God has proclaimed, and will fulfil it. Her war-chariots, i.e. the whole apparatus of war [Calvin], will be consumed like smoke; imperial might shall no longer prey upon the nations, and emissaries, with the king's commands or exacting tribute, shall be seen no more (Eze 19:9).

HOMILETICS

NINEVEH EFFACED.—Nah 
The Prophet, beholding the destruction in spirit as having already taken place, looks round for the site on which the mighty city once stood, and sees it no more. This is the meaning of the question in Nah . He describes it as the dwelling-place of lions. The point of comparison is the predatory lust of its rulers and their warriors, who crushed the nations like lions, plundering their treasures, and bringing them together in Nineveh [Keil].

I. Its site was obliterated. "Where is the dwelling of the lions," &c. Great must be the desolation to call forth such an expression. Where indeed is the proud city? Its place was unknown for ages, and is only just discovered by the ruins which have been dug up. It was secure, the dwelling of the lions; spacious walked; and wealthy, the feeding-place of the young lions; but its battlements were destroyed and its glory departed. The dust of Nineveh is a witness for the truth of God, and a warning to the nations of the earth. "Assyria lies buried there with all its people; round about are their graves, all of them are slain and fallen by the sword; they have made their graves deep there below." 

II. Its rulers were overcome. Over 500 years this great city of God (cf. Jon ; Jon 3:2) was, under its powerful rulers, the terror of Western Asia. Dynasty after dynasty had transmitted its dreaded name to age after age. 

1. Its rulers were strong. Like lions in power and purpose, bent on plunder and mischief. They were greedy, ravenous beasts, which could never be satisfied (Isa ). 

2. Its rulers were a terror to others. They tore others, and were not touched themselves. Exempt from fear, they were a dread to surrounding peoples, "and none made them afraid." But the Lord of hosts was against them, and raised up one stronger than they. "The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant." 

III. Its resources were destroyed. Nah expresses her complete destruction. 

1. Its military defences were destroyed. "I will burn her chariots in the smoke." Their chariots remarkable for speed and lightness, their horses noted for fierceness and power, were fuel for the fire. All their warlike preparations vanished into smoke, and not a brand was plucked from the burning. 

2. Their offspring were cut off. "The sword shall devour thy young lions." The flower of youth, their hope for the future, was cut down. The whole race of oppressors was taken away. God in justice may cut off those whom we seek to enrich, and for whom we are so anxious to provide. 

3. Their wealth was taken away. "I will cut off thy prey from the earth." The immense booty they had gathered by fraud and violence was robbed by the enemy. 

4. Their agents were no longer seen. "The voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard." Emissaries exacting tribute or conveying the edicts of the king; heralds and delegates travelling the provinces; messengers, uttering blasphemy and publishing victory, "should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel." God had hushed them to silence, and the stillness of death prevailed. 

IV. Its destiny was sealed. "Behold, I come," are words which seal and confirm the threat. God had endured long, but came at last. The city was captured and destroyed. Its ruins have never been revived, and Moslem tribes rear their hamlets on its barren stones. "Desolation meets desolation," says Layard; "a feeling of awe succeeds to wonder, for there is nothing to relieve the mind; to lead to hope, or to tell of what has gone by. These high mounds of Assyria made a deeper impression upon me, gave rise to more serious thought and more earnest reflection, than either the temples of Baalbec or the theatres of Ionia."

Conquerors proud, to seal her doom,

Swept her to ruin's all-engulfing tomb.

Long ages past, and turf o'ergrew the walls,

And silence reigned in Ninus' buried halls.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . The lions. Oppression is brutish conduct. It turns palaces into dens, and princes into lions. "As a roaring lion and a raging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people." Unrighteous gain is a risky bargain. "The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them."

Nah . God against the sinner. 

1. God is declared to be against him. "Behold," &c. 

2. God has power to fulfil his threats. "The Lord of Hosts." 

3. The results will be unmistakeable if the opposition continues. Seek to be reconciled to God. From the whole chapter we may learn—

1. God' s hand in destructive warfare. The wealth and haughty bearing of Nineveh drew forth the conquering army. The passions and efforts of men were concerned, but they only performed the pleasure of the Most High. 

2. The vanity of human greatness. Heaps of gold and silver are not real possessions. A royal palace and an imperial throne will crumble into dust. "Empty and void and waste," may be inscribed on every earthly glory.

"They are but beggars that can count their wealth" [Shakespeare].

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-4

CRITICAL NOTES.] The prophet resumes his description of the siege. Blood] Drops of blood shed in murder [Keil]. Lies] Vain promises of help. Depart.] Ceases not to plunder. 

Nah . Noise] In the charges of war-cars. "This passage is unrivalled by any other, either in sacred or profane literature" [Hend.]. Riders dash along, the flame of the sword, the flash of the lance, and the multitude of the slain, depict the attack and its consequences. 

Nah . Whoredoms] The reason of the punishment; not idolatry but selfishness, which under the guise of love sought the gratification of lust: the crafty policy to ensnare other States. Selleth] i.e. rob nations of liberty, bring them into bondage or make them tributary (Deu 32:30; Jud 2:14). 

HOMILETICS

GREAT WICKEDNESS.—Nah 
The prophet in this chapter repeats and confirms the total ruin of Nineveh, because of cruel oppression and blood. The wickedness of the city is set forth in terrible aspects.

1. Cruel murder. "The bloody city." Its prosperity was tainted with blood. Unrighteous war, oppression of the poor, and manifold bloodshedding are the indictment. "Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!" 

II. Treacherous dealing. "It is all full of lies and robbery." Lies in word and act. Deceit with man, and hyprocrisy before God. Robbery linked with lies, secret treachery and open violence. Full of wickedness. Integrity and truth banished from them, and none upright for whose sake God might spare the city. 

III. Constant rapine. "The prey departeth not." She never ceased, but continued to make a prey upon others. They neither repented nor grew weary of iniquity. Avarice grew more intense, lusts were daily fed, and like a beast they tore in pieces and greedily fed upon their prey. God specially marks and denounces woe upon those who persevere in wicked courses. "Arise, go to Nineveh that great city, and cry against it: for their wickedness is come up before me."—

"Who, stung by glory, rave and bound away,

The world their field and humankind their prey" [Young].

GREAT JUDGMENTS AND GREAT SINS.—Nah 
The sentence is enlarged, and the woe explained. Terrible are the preparations of the enemy, and the noise of chariots and horsemen sounds already in the ears. The city is filled with the dead, and the judgments of God are severe.

I. Great sins. "Because of the multitude of the whoredoms," &c. 

1. Bewitching other nations. "The mistress of witchcraft." As harlots try to dement and ensnare by incantations, so Nineveh sought to draw others to her by subtle machinations. The love of gain acts on multitudes like "witchcraft." They seduce others, hunt after men in excessive lust, and lead them into idolatry and estrangement from God. 

2. Enslaving other nations. "That selleth nations." They have no scruples in the use of unlawful means to get power and subdue others beneath their feet. Art and politics, religion and wealth, were used to make the city great and universal. 

3. Selfish aggrandizement. All her skill and artifice in ill-doing were employed to gratify the desire of supremacy. Selfishness is often dressed in love to accomplish its own ends. Religion is made subservient to worldly aims; devilish arts enslave man and offend God. Domestic sanctities are violated, the rights of men are trampled down, and justice is outraged. "Such ambition," says Sir Walter Scott, "breaks the ties of blood, forgets the obligations of manhood." 

II. Great judgments. Men may glory in skill, increase in power, and pursue wickedness, but God will have a reckoning with them. "Because of the multitude," &c. 

1. Judgments are prepared. "The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing horses," &c. Military preparations are great: a formidable army is advancing against the city with irresistible speed and power. The judgments of God are (a) numerous, (b) ready for execution, and (c) will come with overwhelming speed. When sins are small, God is often patient and long-suffering; but when they become notorious and we continue in them, then God will punish them. 

2. Judgments experienced. Before, all was beautiful and arranged to allure in the city, but now how different the scene! Everything fills the ear with terror, and the heart with sadness. 

(1) The dead innumerable. Death follows death in rapid succession, "and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases." 

(2) The dead in every form. They are slain, and the bodies are carcases, corpses, an oppressive number, without end. 

(3) The dead causing the living to stumble. So great the multitude of those who perish, that they lie, a hindrance in every street. "They stumble upon their corpses"—sad scene! an awful warning to others. "To fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city" (Jer ).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . Filled with deceit. Great cities often great centres of wickedness. Notice, 

1. The wickedness, (a) deceit, (b) violence, and (c) blood. God would not have destroyed it on account of idolatry or he would not have sent Jonah: his justice waited for the outbreak of greater violence and impious deeds. 

2. The degree of this wickedness. "It is all full of lies." "She is wholly made up of fraud and falsehood, mendaciorum loquacissima; no truth in her private contracts, no trust in her public transactions and capitulations with other nations; be they never so solemnly confirmed, yet had they no longer force with them than stood with their own profit" [Trapp].

Nah . Here we have, 

1. The attack. Eager and furious. Noise of whip, rattling of wheels, &c. 

2. The results of the attack. Tremendous slaughter, dead bodies everywhere. "Let those," says an old writer, "that refuse to hear God's sweet words fear lest they be forced to hear the noise of the whip, the rattling of the wheels, &c. (Psa ; Luk 19:42-44; Pro 1:24). The enemy is sent to revenge the quarrel of God's covenant; the red horse is at the heels of the white" (Rev 6:4).

Nah . The mistress of witchcrafts. The Hebrew not only indicates the subtlety, but the ease by which the great metropolis made itself the centre of nations. 

1. The dominion. "Mistress," meaning power, control, and dominion. 

2. The method of gaining the dominion. "Witchcraft." Treacherous friendships, and allurements, to ensnare and bind to herself other nations. She decked herself like a prostitute to entice from God into sin. But she will lose empire and inhabitants, and become like a widow destitute of children. "These two things shall come to thee in a moment, in one day—the loss of children and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries," &c. (Isa ).

Verses 5-7

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah . Discover] Language suggested by preceding metaphor of an harlot; referring to the custom of stripping captives, male and female, and exposing them to nakedness and insult. 

Nah . Gazing-stock] A warning to others (Eze 28:17). 

Nah .] She will be an object of disgust, none will pity the devastated city, for her doom is deserved. 

HOMILETICS

RETRIBUTIVE PUNISHMENT.—Nah 
Nineveh is represented in her virgin splendour, and her punishment under the figure of that which is disgraceful to a woman (cf. Isa , and Hab 2:10). God is against her, and her shame shall correspond to her conduct. As she uncovered others, so shall she be uncovered.

I. She will be exposed to nakedness and shame. "I will discover thy skirts upon thy face." Her long flowing robes, which were part of her pomp and dignity, but which veiled her misdeeds and pride, shall be lifted up as high as possible (Jer ). She will be treated as a harlot, and stripped of her glory and defence. Her face shall blush in fear, and the consciousness of guilt will be read in her features. Nations shall see her nakedness, avoid and despise her. The same means will be taken to display her lewdness that she used to commit it. "I will even gather them round about against thee, will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness." 

II. She will be disgraced and insulted. As infamous harlots will she be treated. 

1. Made a gazing-stock to men. "I will set thee as a gazing-stock." The city once feared and renowned shall become a warning to others, and exposed to public infamy. "I will cast thee to the ground; before kings will I give thee, for them to gaze upon thee." 

2. Treated with contempt by God himself. "I will cast abominable filth upon thee." She had done abominable things before God (Jer ), which she had forgotten, but God will punish her with abominable things. Filth shall be cast upon her and she will be made vile. 

III. She will be unpitied and forsaken. "It shall come to pass that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee." She would be set to be gazed at, and the effects on those who gaze are described. 

1. Unpitied. "Who will bemoan her?" There will be none to comfort and relieve her. Unwept and unhonoured, she will fall into the grave. Human misery excites pity, but none pay Nineveh the tribute of sympathy. Those who show no pity to others will find none for themselves. 

2. Forsaken. She had measured friendship by profit, and forsaken those who did not trust in her. Now she is repayed, and becomes a terror to all round about her. Such will be the portion of all who disregard God and live for self. They will be stripped of all adornments, bereft of all comfort, and thrown into eternal misery. "These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee?—desolation and destruction, and the famine, and the sword; by whom shall I comfort thee?"

Verses 8-10

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah .] She will share the fate of No-Amon, a royal city of Egypt, populous, sacred, and strong (Eze 30:14-15; Jer 46:25), like Nineveh well situated, protected by waters on every side. 

Nah .] Allies numerous and powerful, yet No (Thebes) could not preserve herself. 

Nah .] Its inhabitants subjected to all the cruelties and indignities generally inflicted upon conquered people. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF SOME A WARNING TO OTHERS.—Nah 
There is no hope for Nineveh, for No-Amon was strong by nature and art, head of many confederate nations; yet was captured and destroyed. The city cannot protect herself. Destruction is sure. Notice how one support after another is taken away.

I. Natural defences will not avail. No was strongly fortified by nature and art. She "was situate among the rivers." The Nile watered her fields and guarded her walls. Her rampart was the sea. She was considered impregnable. No was one of the grandest and most magnificent cities of antiquity. But no situation can shield from God's anger. Nations may be secluded from others and encircled by walls and seas, but God can overturn them. 

II. Large populations will not avail. "Populous No." It was a great centre for corn and merchandise, and attracted many people. It supplied the country round about with necessaries. But it was no better or safer on account of its numerous inhabitants. "There is no king saved by the multitude of an host." 

III. Confederate nations will not avail. No's allies were numerous and strong. Her military resources and Egyptian auxiliaries were immense. Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength. Put and Lubim were ready to help. But vast armies fail to maintain empires against the decree of God. "The strongest battalions melt like snow-flakes when God is against them." The leagured might of earth is no match for the power of heaven. "The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods and their kings," &c. (Jer ).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . The ruined cities of antiquity a warning to Christendom. Carthage, Nineveh, and Jerusalem (cf. Mat 11:24; Luk 10:12-13). Warnings proportioned to sins and privileges.

"It will help to keep us in holy fear of the judgments of God," says an old author, "to consider that we are not better than those that have fallen under those judgments before us."

Nah . The weakness of all human power before God. The fallacy of trusting in numbers contrasted with faith in God. "Lit. Egypt was strength, and Ethiopia, boundless. He sets forth first the imperial might of No: then her strength from foreign, subdued power. The capital is a sort of impersonation of the might of the State; No, of Egypt, as Nineveh, of Assyria. When the head was cut off, or the heart ceased to beat, all was lost. The might of Egypt and Ethiopia was the might of No, concentrated in her. They were strength, and that strength unmeasured by any human standard. Boundless was the strength which Nineveh had subdued: boundless the store (2-10) which she had accumulated for the spoiler; boundless the carcases of her slain" [Pusey].

Nah . 

1. How firm the standing of Nineveh. Surrounded by water, defended by inner and outer walls, endless in wealth, and powerful in confederacies. 

2. How fatal the fall of Nineveh. 

(1) Overcome notwithstanding might. "Yet was she carried away." She became an exile, and her people carried into captivity with heathen barbarities. 

(2) All hope of recovery destroyed. (a) Young children were dashed in pieces by a merciless conqueror. (b) Noble men were distributed by lot. "They cast lots for her honourable men," &c. No pity was shown. (c) Officials, men of state, were treated like slaves. "All her great men were bound in chains" (cf. Eze ).

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Nah . No-Ammon. Thebes was renowned for its numerous gates and vast extent. Its remaining ruins describe a circuit of twenty-seven miles [Henderson]. There is no definite historical account of its capture by Assyrians. But from brief notices in Scripture, we have hints of a struggle for supremacy between Assyria and Egypt (cf. 2Ki 17:4). See Smith's Dict. of the Bible, article Thebes; and Keil on Nah 3:8-10.

Verses 10-13

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah . Drunken] with the cup of Divine anger. A refuge from the enemy sought and not found in other nations. 

Nah . Strongholds] All the fortifications will be easily taken, like ripe figs they will fall into the mouth of the gatherer (cf. Isa 28:4; Rev 6:13). 

Nah . Women] Effeminate and timid, or weak and unable to offer resistance (cf. Isa 19:6; Jer 50:37). 

HOMILETICS

THE FATE OF SOME WORSE THAN THAT OF OTHERS.—Nah 
No-Amon suffered greatly, but Nineveh will suffer more. "Thou also shalt be drunken" with the cup of God's wrath. The greatness of thy anguish shall deprive thee of reason and strength, and stupefy thee like death.

I. The punishment is a Divine judgment. God acts by the same unchanging law in all ages and to all nations. No and Nineveh must alike suffer for sins. 

1. Punishment in great degree. Not a mere taste, but drunken. They drink till overwhelmed. The most prudent will lose judgment, and act like a drunken man. "Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you. 

2. Punishment without refuge. Help shall be sought in vain from others. No stronghold from the enemy. If God forsake, no help can be found in man. In time of justice it is too late to cry for mercy. 

3. Punishment ending in ruin. "Thou shalt be hid." The city once so proud and glorious was buried beneath the mounds, hidden as in a tomb; covered out of sight, and has only lately been discovered. In unearthing Nineveh from its ruins, we read a tale of splendour and power, of cruelty and blood, of sin and retribution. 

II. The punishment is easily inflicted. The two figures are strikingly expressive of the extreme ease with which they are overcome. 

1. Their valiant men are fain-hearted. "Behold, the people in the midst of thee are women." Stone-walls should make cowards brave. But in the midst, in the very centre, there is weakness and fear. Warriors, whom no toil wearied and no danger daunted, one and all become helpless as women. Where sin dwells there is no power to resist. When God takes the mettle out of men, the strongest faint away. "The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight, they have remained in their holds; their might hath failed; they became as women" (Jer ; Jer 50:37; Isa 19:16). 

2. Every avenue opens to the enemy. "The gates of thy land," the fortified passes and natural barriers on the hills, do not check the invader. Passes have been held by devoted men against countless multitudes (Thermopyl), but the whole would be open to the enemy, and frontier garrisons would pass away as if consumed by fire. 

3. Strongholds would be easily taken. Weak are fortifications against Divine wrath; trees which tremble in the breeze, they only need the breath of God. Wealth and position, self-righteousness and human wisdom, however great and relied upon, are false towers, and will give no refuge at last (Pro ). The judgment of God will shatter them and sweep them all away. 

4. Everything is ripe for destruction. "Like fig-trees with the first ripe figs." They are eagerly sought after, ready to fall by the slightest effort, and "will drop into the mouth of the eater." Without cost or sacrifice the enemy will take the city. The first assault would be successful. What a fearful moral condition, to ripen so easily for the judgment of God. "The wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Nah . Nahum's prophecy of the future destruction of Nineveh was fulfilled by the Medes and Babylonians (cf. ch. Nah 2:1); and according to his prediction, the vast power of Nineveh completely vanished, and its glory was utterly eclipsed, so that in the year B. C. 401, Xenophon passed by the site without learning its name (Xen. Anab. iii. 4-7). Four hundred years afterwards a small fortress was standing on the site, to guard the passsage of the river Tigris (Tacitus, Ann. xii. 13), and opposite to it, on the west bank of the Tigris, has arisen the city of Mosul. In the year 1776, Niebuhr visited the spot, and supposed that what were the heaps of ruins of Nineveh, were natural undulations in the soil (See Rawlinson, i. 326). In more modern times it has been explored by Botta, the French Consul (in 1842), and more recently by Layard and others, who have brought to light those gigantic remains of palaces, statues, and other monuments which testify to the ancient grandeur of Nineveh, and those annalistic inscriptions which confirm the veracity of the prophecies of Nahum and of Isaiah, and of the historical narrative of Holy Scripture: and bear witness to the Divine foreknowledge of the Holy Ghost who speaks in it; to whom with the Father and the Son, Three Persons and one God, be honour and glory now and for evermore. Amen [Wordsworth].

Verses 14-18

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah . Draw] for a long-continued siege, improve fortifications, put the kiln in order for burning bricks. 

Nah . Make] Multiply thyself, like the largest and most formidable locusts. 

Nah .] Traders and merchants increased innumerable as the stars, but fire and sword would devour all. 

Nah . Crowned] rulers or vassal princes which encamp in the cold and flee away in the sun. "The wings of locusts become stiffened in the cold; but as soon as the warm rays of the sun break through the clouds, they recover animation and fly away." 

Nah . Shepherds] Princes and great men, royal counsellors and deputies upon whom the government devolved. Sleep] in death. People] The flock scattered and perished (cf. Num 27:17; 1Ki 22:17). 

THE LAST HOPE DESTROYED.—Nah 
The city is laden with guilt, but relies still upon its fortifications and numerical strength of population. The last prop is cut down. There is no hope left. Though provisioned within and strongly defended without, Nineveh must fall, and great will be the fall.

I. Inward provisions will waste away. "Draw the waters for the siege, go into clay, and tread the mortar," &c. Water, necessary for siege and the support of life, must be procured. She must furnish herself with all manner of provisions to keep her from surrender or starvation. Clay must be prepared, and the kilns made ready for repairing and building strongholds. The conquering nation were to toil and do the work of slaves. But all would be in vain. The fire would devour her bulwarks, and the sword her population. Swift will be the ruin of all who number houses and fortify walls, "but have not looked to the maker thereof, nor have not respected him that fashioned them" (Isa ). 

II. Outward defences will be destroyed. "There shall the fire devour thee." There, in the very centre of their toil and vast preparations, where the greatest security was relied upon, was the devouring fire. What was considered strongest was destroyed with ease, like locusts eating up the tender grass. Singly, and as a whole, the judgments of God will find men out. "Evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him." 

III. Immense numbers will fall away. "Make thyself many as the cankerworm." Make thyself numerous and oppressive as locusts, gather from all quarters men to help, and seek to become mighty in multitudes, yet the foe will consume like creatures which lick up all before them. 

1. Wealthy merchants will not defend. Though multiplied above the stars of heaven, and trafficking in despotism, they cannot lay up in store against the wrath of God. Money is the sinews of war, but will not shelter from the consequences of sin. Prosperity suddenly changes into adversity. "The cankerworm spoileth and fleeth away." 

2. Warlike soldiers will not defend. The captains, confederates, and commanders of the army, will melt away, perish like dew before the rising sun. They are but grasshoppers, mighty as they are. "All flesh is grass." 

3. Ruling princes will not defend. "Thy crowned heads are as the locusts," &c. They subside into quietness in the calamity of the night, and continue their flight in the morning. They are "torpid in the cold and fly in the heat." Officers of state and subordinate chiefs will be completely annihilated. "Their place is not known where they are." 

4. Great counsellors will not defend. The shepherds slumber in listlessness and excess; sink into torpor and stupidity. The nobles and greatest politicians were benighted and bereft of wisdom. "At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep." Valiant men would dwell in the dust, and be buried in silence. God can soon strip a nation of its great ones, and lay its honour in the dust. Where are they when he deals with them? "Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he shall perish for ever: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he? He shall fly away, as a dream, and shall not be found: neither shall his place any more behold him."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Nah . Clay. Mankind still, with mire and clay, build themselves Babels. They go into clay, and become themselves earthly like the mire they steep themselves in. They make themselves strong, as though they thought that their houses would continue for ever. God's wrath descends, and eats up like a cankerworm [Pusey].

Nah . 

1. Man by his endeavours cannot avert the judgments of God. Nineveh prepared and provisioned herself, but fell after all. 

2. Man may presume upon carnal means until he is ruined. Lawful means are necessary, but we must not rely upon them for security. If God be against us no other help can relieve. "Running into God is the only best way to escape him. As to close and get in with him that would strike you doth avoid the blow" [Trapp].

Nah . The prophet gives in three words the whole history of Nineveh, its beginning and its end. He had before foretold its destruction, though it should be oppressive as the locust: he had spoken of its commercial wealth; he adds to this, that other source of its wealth, its despoiling warfares and their issue. The heathen conqueror rehearsed his victory, "I came, saw, conquered." The prophet goes farther, as the issue of all human conquest, "I disappeared" [Pusey].

Nah . 

1. The mightiest of earth are as locusts before him (cf. Isa ). 

2. The more obstinately they resist, the more irresistible is the judgment. 

3. The larger and more numerous they are, the more utterly will they be destroyed [Lange].

Nah . Cowardly rulers. 

1. Sheltering for advantage. In the cold day, camping in the hedges, but fleeing away in sunshine. 

2. Living only to eat. They are wasters merely, like locusts devouring everything before them. 

3. Deserting when they should help, an emblem this of the world's friendship. Men get what they can out of others, and then bid them farewell in distress. Treacherous friendships abound everywhere.

Dust. All flesh perishes, but the word of God endures for ever [Lange].

HOMILETICS

SLUMBERING SHEPHERDS AND SCATTERED FLOCKS.—Nah 
I. Shepherds unworthy in their character. They are destitute of counsel; base and idle; careful only for their own profit and safety, and not for the interests of the flock. Efficiency depends upon character in the ministry. Good shepherds care for the sheep, feed and defend them. "The hireling fleeth because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep." 

II. Shepherds negligent in their duty. They sleep and consult their own ease, instead of defending their city and country. Indolence, self-indulgence, and fickleness doth eat like a canker into the ministry of some. Our duties demand entire devotedness of mind and heart. Ministers desecrate their high calling, when they enter it for ease or commercial advantage. Diligence is required in study, visitation, and preaching. "Woe to the idol-shepherd (one wishing to be his own idol and the idol of his flock) that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye." 

III. Shepherds cursed in their efforts. The flock is exposed and scattered, like sheep upon the mountains. They have none to care for them, consequently get lost. They are lost for ever. "No man gathereth them." Terrible ruin! Fearful responsibility somewhere!

"I am shepherd to another man,

And do not sheer the fleece that I graze" [Shakspeare].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Nah . Nahum's prophecy of the future destruction of Nineveh was fulfilled by the Medes and Babylonians (cf. ch. Nah 2:1); and according to his prediction, the vast power of Nineveh completely vanished, and its glory was utterly eclipsed, so that in the year B. C. 401, Xenophon passed by the site without learning its name (Xen. Anab. iii. 4-7). Four hundred years afterwards a small fortress was standing on the site, to guard the passsage of the river Tigris (Tacitus, Ann. xii. 13), and opposite to it, on the west bank of the Tigris, has arisen the city of Mosul. In the year 1776, Niebuhr visited the spot, and supposed that what were the heaps of ruins of Nineveh, were natural undulations in the soil (See Rawlinson, i. 326). In more modern times it has been explored by Botta, the French Consul (in 1842), and more recently by Layard and others, who have brought to light those gigantic remains of palaces, statues, and other monuments which testify to the ancient grandeur of Nineveh, and those annalistic inscriptions which confirm the veracity of the prophecies of Nahum and of Isaiah, and of the historical narrative of Holy Scripture: and bear witness to the Divine foreknowledge of the Holy Ghost who speaks in it; to whom with the Father and the Son, Three Persons and one God, be honour and glory now and for evermore. Amen [Wordsworth].

Verse 19

CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Nah . Healing] Softening, or anointing, no cure. Bruise] Fracture or ruin (Pro 16:18; Lam 2:11).

IRRETRIEVABLE RUIN.—Nah 
Deliverance is utterly hopeless. The prophet declares the end of a nation which ruled with a rod of iron, and oppressed with unmitigated cruelty.

I. Nineveh cruel will be repaid for her cruelty. "For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually?" Monuments and inscriptions prove the pitiless cruelty of Assyria. In sculptures are rows of impaled prisoners, whose eyes were put out, and whose lips were fastened by rings. God had long borne this oppression, but now guilt must be punished. Judgment must fall, and there is not the least hope of recovery. Cruelty and oppression will be rewarded in their own coin. 

II. Nineveh ruined will be a joy to others. "All that hear the bruit of thee shall clap their hands over thee." 

1. This joy is great. It is exultation, clapping of hands. 

2. This joy is universal. All, for cruelty was extensive, and none can grieve at its termination. The fall of the oppressor is the triumph of the oppressed. 

III. Nineveh destroyed will never be restored. There is neither comfort in the affliction nor recovery from it. The wound is incurable. "There is no healing of thy bruise." There is none to help. She had made no friends in her policy, displayed no signs of repentance in her guilt. Now she must perish without pity and without help. The ruin is total and irretrievable. "How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased! The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers," &c. (Isa ).

